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His Erninence Joseph Cartlinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Docirilre of the Faith

Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00i93 Rome,ltaly

With seutimelìls ol cslcuttr, I allt,

FebrLrat'y 12,2004

Sinccre ly yours írr Christ,

Your Eminence:

ln accorcJ rvith thc ('ltrLrter for the Pratect ion of ( hildrcn rtndYouth andThe

Essential Nornts rvhich a¡r in eff-ect iu the Uuited Statcs. I an1'feferring several cases for

yoru consideration, I takc vcly scriously the pr.oblcm oI scxual atuse of minors by clergy

*¿ t¡" ensuing public ourcly over past inaction by cliurclr officials- The ciemand for

justice is one tl-rat receives il'favorable lrearirlg flrolu lrre- t.

IIowevel, I also br.liur,c flmly that sotìte srlLlatiotls call forþfice tempered by

mercy. I havc reviewe<lcirrefìrlly all olcases oIallcged scrual abusè'bfit':inof$ by clergy

We are in the methodical ¡rroccss of'prepaling all sucl-i crses for refenáîió the

Congregatiou, In the 
"o,,''r" 

of that iåview, f llave cotne io the conclusionthat some

cleriãs,-even though rve arc convinced about Ihe-srtbstancc of the allegations and even

though, in some cãses, thc cleric hâs cc¡nfessetl;'slrolrld not be itnposed with canonical

penalties.

I am seniling in this mailing the cases of those pt'tcsts whose life situations are

such that a carloni,çãl penai trial or ¿ur aciministfät¡ve disnrissal would be unreasonable.

They are eithc¡:o-fËuJr ¿rclvanced age or fragile health that suoh actiotts could be

tantårlounlió a death senturce. 'fherefore, ir cach case I lrm asking that the priest be

permitted ttt live out wha{,,'\'t't' ttray l ettr zritl o Í' iris ìi le irt ¡rr ayer and petrance, The

älements oi-such a li{è u,ili bc- clcsignecl alorrg rhe protocols presently being prepared by

the Confdié_nce of Bisìrops In all cases. thele w'oLrl<l be no public ministry pennitted ancl

the priest wq¡t¿ not plescrjt hrnlself publicly irs a priest bl'title or atiire.

'l'hari-tri yogd$ yorii consr<leration of lliese requests. Should Your Emiuence

detennine that an'ãiteir.latc actioll be tal<en. I stancl rcacly to accede to your wisìres,

*( ;;-t ñfì.-.
I

Most R.evcrend TimoihY M. Dolan
A rchtr ishop of Milwaukee

Ar)ûM039323
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ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE

NAME: Reverend Raymond Joseph Adamsky

DATE OF BIRTH: JulY 27,1931
AGE:72
PRESBYTERAL ORDINATiON: Mav 31, 1958

YEARS OF MINISTRY: 35 Years
DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION: Milwaukee
ADDRESS: 3253 S. Lake Drive, St. Francis, Wisconsin 53235

'ilæ 1{i

ASSIGNMENTS:
YEAR PARISH LOCATION .:.:: APPOINTMENT

1958-1961 Blessed Sacrament Milwaukee,lVI Assistant Pastor

Igi6l-1g64 st, Joseph Grafton, wI Assistant Pastor

1964-1969 St. John South Milwaukee Assistant Pastor

1969-197l St. Mary Fond-iifpÍ&ês,=,,}.Yj r- Associate Pastor

lgTl-1973 St. Philip Neri Milivaukee: ' - Associate Pastor

lg13-1g74 sr. Leonard 1*$,$P¡kego, wI 
"i4lssociate 

Pastor

Ig74-1g75 St. Casinrir ,::"' iVÍiiigaUkee Associatelastor

IgTS-tgZB $r. Vincenr deqau\ffi,," Mitrffiiþe Assôs'irtd'Pastor

1978-1981 St. Stanislaus " "'iä)il'Milv¡aú.We Asso-ôiäte Pastor

1981-1986 St. Kilian '::.9,!i,¡{jliiit' Wt Pastor

1986-1992 Sr. Joseph--"*--Ë=iü,;,*- RAEfiþ, wI Associate Pastor

rggz-Tss3 St. ivtoniffi¡¡ursirl$: {ifug,Ita¿ìiiÉ#vr Chaplain

August 31, 1993 Disabi{ìtyRetirenrsrif}ffL s{;;¡i**¡
'4",* ttt*l '":ìi;t::r:

ACCUSATION.AGAIhîL:RTHE CLERIC E.ä iï-
r:r;ì. #rr, ;.ilt_

";::' -"?'
YEAR -¡i*Vrcrffi', li'**$F II!&}U'IABLE DENUNCIATION

tt, 'ffitt't.' 
., ,:r.,'., 

'iã¡\"tu
I 983

1 983

1964

r961

).?

10

10

I 983

1983

1994

2002

1 993
20rJ4

1 99s

7964
1965
t97t

13

12

12

Inapprcpriats and f*r*ed
kissing, embracing, attempted
fondling done repeatedly
Repeatedly engaged in forced
kissing, embracing; sexually
explicit "gift" of underwear
Forced kissing and fondling
ofbreast on several occasions
Not specified
Forced kissing and fondling
Forced kissing an<l fondling
of breast four times
In confessional told to insert
finger in vagina as penance

ADOMO39324
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CTVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE, CLERIC

The Milwaukee District Attomey reviewed the files and detctmined that all cases were

beyond the statute of limitations'

Civil settlernents were reached with two of the victirns in the amounts of $20,000 and

$50,000.

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE

YEAR
r 96l

r 983

ACTION TAKEN
Parents reported to
transfer to another
Parents reported to
associate pastor informed to
and reassigned; cleric saYs his
Cleric confronted and he declares he

Restrictions slì minislry

TÕ
1n

Chancellor who met witUh-em and then aranged for a
' '.-"i":

parish for clenc
Vicar for ClergY; cleric refeq-qd for counseling and

; clõ.Fc sent for evaluation

1989

1992

1993
1995
200,4

placed under

with restíiéfigr,s 0n oontact

'residenes

{l¡e sanre menthly payment
with rcduced room

RESPONSE / RECOTIRSE
Father additted the events from

resides.irt dìs sponqo'rerl housirrg

THE
were misconstrued. All other

the accusers know one anothernllsgatial{#Åt*clâirns lack of memory even though none of
anttãtt seqü of dates matcil rþ not only with the place

triul¡fe¡sútrttshÍÊrnøtexplainedi4îthefrles'

of assignment but also with

'-;:ål *;'

BIS HoP' S v otfrffiiffi,7¡'1u'!¡F:'
The pattem of the ntle{lÍffi,has 

^r 
intçmal consistency. All of the dates and places are

verified in the lecorclr]Th" accusers have no knowledge of or contact with one another.

Father admits to one incident but dismisses its seriousness. He claims lack of memory for

all others. These cases have been given no public notoriety and there has been no scandal.

Despite the evidence of probable guilt, I am asking that Fat'herê"dan:Sky flcI be subjeeted

to a penal trial. His healih has deteriorated significantly in i ecent years, l"le lras'¿tgieed not

to appear i¡ public wearing priestly attire anJ to live with the restr:ietjilus ce¡ntaiired iÐ, the

pt"""pt, namely that he have no contact with minors and no public ministry, He is

p.r-ittô¿ to say private Mass only and his confessional faculties have been revoked.

ADOM039325



I ask that Father Arlamsky, for reasons of advanced age and poor health, be permitted to

live a life of prayer and penance the details of whjch will be rvorked on with him.

AÐOM039326
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FeblLraty 12,2004

FIis Erninence Joseph Cartlinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Docltilre oIthe Failh

Píazza del S. Uf-frzio 11

00193 Rome,Italy

Your Emineuce:

ln accorcl with thc (ltttrter for the Prr¡teclir¡n <t[ Ctrildten and Youth and The

Essential No¡'nts which atir ilr effect in tlre Unite<l States, I anì'refening several cascs fbr

yo¡r consideratio¡. I take vc¡y seriously the pl'oblcm ol scxual'abuse of minors by clelgy

*¿ th* ensuing public ourcry over past inaction by cirurcll officials. The demancl for

justice is one that receil'es I f at'orable hearirrg flLolu lle ^]

I.Iowever, I also bciicvc {ìr-rnly tlral sonte sttLt¿rtions call forþtjce tempered by

mercy. I have reviewed cLriefirlly all of cases olalleged scrual abuse ofr-n'linor,s by clergy

We are i¡ the rnethodical ¡rloccss of preparirtg ali srrch cirses for refcná[,to the

Congregation, hl the coursc of'that iãview; I have come to the conclusion that sorne

cleriãs,ãven tho¡gh we arc convincecl about the- sttbst¿rrrcc of the allegations and even

though, in some cases, thc cleric h.{p,cgnf'esseri;+hould not be imposerl with canonical

penaltie s.

I am se¡cling in this rrailing tlre cases rrf tlrose prìusts whose lif'e situations ¿ue

suoh that a canorrical penal trial or an administfátive disnrissal would be unreasonable.

They are eitlpr.ofsuch aclv¿urced âge or h-agileilrerlth that such, actions coul<l be

tantámounriió a death se¡rc-¡ce . "fherefore, in e ach case I irll asking that the priest be

perurittecl tå live out rvbat,:vcr nray.rerrtaìrr of'his lile irr ltlayer and penance. The

elements,of silch a lilè r¡,ii) bc clcsigned along Lhe ¡trotocols presently being prepared by

the Confdfènce of Bisþops, ln ail cases, iÌrere rvould be no public ministry permitted and

the priest iìilUt¿ uot presctri ìrinrself pLrblicly ls a ¡lriest þ¡' 1i1t. or attire.

'lhanlc yogr.,for yoLi ' consideration oi'tiicse reclLtesls. Should Your Eminence

determine that an'älieiqatc actio¡ be takerr, I stancl t'eady to accede to your wishes.

With seniimeuts ot^c-sLeclll, I al'ì1,

Sinccrely yours in Christ,

l'ì
J. f k4ò

Most Revcrend Timothy M, Dolan
Arcir [r ishop of Milwaukee

;¿.4 ñJL*

AXlOM039323



ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAIJKEE

NAME: James William Bcck
DA:I'E OF BIRTH: October 10, 1943

AGE:60
DATE OF ORDINATION: }r.{.aY 24,7969

YEARS OF'MINISTRY:21
DIOCES E OF INCARDINATiON: Milwaukee

Greenfield, WI 53224CON]'ACT ADDRESS
PROCTTRATOR (1992- 1995): Reverend Daniel Ward, O'S.B

ASSIGNMENTS:
YEAR PARISH
1969-1977 HolY Name
1917-1978 St. Robert
1978-1984 St' James

I 984-1989 St. Catherine
1989-i990 Tribunal
l99l-1993 Tribunai
1993-1995 Unassigned
1995 Permanent Leave

ACCUSATIONS
YEAR VICTIM ,...

LOCATTOI'I
Sheboygan, Wl
lvtilwaukee, Wl,.

N4eqrton, Wl' ' '

h¡filwaLrkeo, WÏ
Milw-aLllc-es;.Wtr

fr¿il.rvaiitee,ru

-,'*é* 
'ii;:

ï -5=:ì" :-::ll

=EE*,,*"

APPOINTTVIENT
Associate Pastor
Associate Pastor
Associatc Pastor
Pastor

,:'staff
Stalf

r97),
t982

ocçaslolls
,Aitult O-bçccne Phone call 1988

''1::ti...::_--:.:1. ..,.., - ...

DENLINCIATION

1988 (Adrnission)
1988

SENTENCE
Probation
Counseling / r'estrictions

1 988
.:::

CNIL Piî-(}CEEDINGS AGATNST THE CLEzuC

YEAR .'. 
'-TVPE 

/ CASË !. CONVICTION
lg7 | €i-iiilinal investigatío'ir Yes

1988 Ciimin'aLjnvestígzrl;ion Plea bargain

1988 Úlivil .i:å?i:::':'';:;':'r:: Ssttlement

l99o Llivìl Settlement

MEASIIRES ADOPTED BY DIOCESE
YEAR ACTION
19gB ln the course of confionting the allegation of a 1982 ìncideut, Father adn'ritted

the previous 1971 incident wìthout providing any mofe details than that he

was in rnandatory counseling and had been on probation' Ordered to Ïrave lro

unsupervised contact with minors'

198S Asked to resigl from pastorate' Prof'essional evaluation conducted with

potential for non-parochial assigrunent'

AÐOM039327
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1 990

r (]Q,

1992-199s

2004

placed on aclministrativc leave for cight months rvith commencer.lle¡rt of civil

suit
Review ol case file results itr rcquest that cleric tro longer fìlnction in ary

ministerial caPacitY'

Ñegotiatio¡* *itL Lanonical courlsçl to resolve tlte issue, resttlti'g in a legnl

*.rritruat bincling cleric n¡t t<l r:xet'e ise any rninis1ry, not to ¡rresent ns a clelic.

¿r.rri to pursl¡r ultcrnate câfeer options. Assistatlce in c¡,ireer re-trilining

provided by the diocese.

bos" ,"f*.red to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

RESPONSI] / R_ECOLIRSN VIAPE..BY THþ CLtsRIC

YEAR AC'llON +:+È. ^.'-
19gB Admitted to,.{g.82øtì.rrse,and iùÎó.ädçd diocesan officials lor the lirst title o1'

thelgil Aale. . .,î.i:.,.-r, ,, .,.,

1990 Accepteffion-parochiai'Al3-igu:rent"'til'.,,,., .;,

tgg1-lgg¡ Cooperaifi.wiih ptans for ;ó'iiþlacernent'¡'with advice of cartonical counsel to

negótiate=ajìLrst assistance in tlansition' ' '

BISHOF'S-,íVOTUIzí ,i,;"r :. , :

E^U,r"rg"¿Ladmitte<lthetwo'iriSaöcn-ts-involv"iUgmínors(19?1 and1982)'Hehasnot ,

functioneóin a'y minisreriat capäðimÞê-lñ=o-st 10 years. He has cooperated with all of the

provisio's-,,öf his contract. In reåe.nt_years he has rlevelopcd a variety of health problerirs from

heart cliseas__Ë:úo recuïrence of coniplications fiom childhood polio and possìble muJtiple

;l"r*il. GiVät=n¡r fu1l cooperati$n, his departure fiom any foun of ministly for almost 10

ñ;r ;rà triu pre-@ious treoitççask that, fot r.oton. of advauced age ancl poor health'

ír" u" p"*rittåa iòîWù,g¡¡,¡p;6ffiayer and penance the dctails of which will be workerl on

witir hinr.

AÐOM{}3932E



Iin$r'y I't¡r fhe l.-iÌ* u

$y Ðae"I:*r* Ftcinl (t:

.Âpr*l25,ZûtZ

jhadan-eé.!-rå.¡.¡r.l.ç{lçÛnr,ersatiotrruitt.Wfoday,wl'toi€pùrt,stha1iherapywitlr
n'.W|isgoingivell.sheffii'arFi.ÍIoepfrlentorrtc¡workinother
pari,shcs, ancl thatï¡fi atthe.4re:lidioe*s¡: clnirn n*ÍilvarcnËstì, tras*d rin ourr*corr1s, lh¿t
he har:T abuserl h*r cfespite tlie perl:ice r*port in 1969.

Bï{:sae

/qã3q]&,€{}ã s4&7



|!

His Erninence Joseph Cartlinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Docirilre of the Faith

Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00i93 Rome,ltaly

With seutimelìls ol cslcuttr, I allt,

FebrLrat'y 12,2004

Sinccre ly yours írr Christ,

Your Eminence:

ln accorcJ rvith thc ('ltrLrter for the Pratect ion of ( hildrcn rtndYouth andThe

Essential Nornts rvhich a¡r in eff-ect iu the Uuited Statcs. I an1'feferring several cases for

yoru consideration, I takc vcly scriously the pr.oblcm oI scxual atuse of minors by clergy

*¿ t¡" ensuing public ourcly over past inaction by cliurclr officials- The ciemand for

justice is one tl-rat receives il'favorable lrearirlg flrolu lrre- t.

IIowevel, I also br.liur,c flmly that sotìte srlLlatiotls call forþfice tempered by

mercy. I havc reviewe<lcirrefìrlly all olcases oIallcged scrual abusè'bfit':inof$ by clergy

We are in the methodical ¡rroccss of'prepaling all sucl-i crses for refenáîió the

Congregatiou, In the 
"o,,''r" 

of that iåview, f llave cotne io the conclusionthat some

cleriãs,-even though rve arc convinced about Ihe-srtbstancc of the allegations and even

though, in some cãses, thc cleric hâs cc¡nfessetl;'slrolrld not be itnposed with canonical

penalties.

I am seniling in this mailing the cases of those pt'tcsts whose life situations are

such that a carloni,çãl penai trial or ¿ur aciministfät¡ve disnrissal would be unreasonable.

They are eithc¡:o-fËuJr ¿rclvanced age or fragile health that suoh actiotts could be

tantårlounlió a death senturce. 'fherefore, ir cach case I lrm asking that the priest be

permitted ttt live out wha{,,'\'t't' ttray l ettr zritl o Í' iris ìi le irt ¡rr ayer and petrance, The

älements oi-such a li{è u,ili bc- clcsignecl alorrg rhe protocols presently being prepared by

the Confdié_nce of Bisìrops In all cases. thele w'oLrl<l be no public ministry pennitted ancl

the priest wq¡t¿ not plescrjt hrnlself publicly irs a priest bl'title or atiire.

'l'hari-tri yogd$ yorii consr<leration of lliese requests. Should Your Emiuence

detennine that an'ãiteir.latc actioll be tal<en. I stancl rcacly to accede to your wisìres,

*( ;;-t ñfì.-.
I

Most R.evcrend TimoihY M. Dolan
A rchtr ishop of Milwaukee

Ar)ûM039323
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,ARCI{D.Í $CËS H Otr NIf ILW ÁIIKEE

NAME: Rçvercnd George Stepherr Fìopf'

DATB Ol¡ BII(TH: lllay 19,1924
AGE: 79
PRESBYTERA.L ORJ)TNATION: ìvfay 28, I 94?

YEARS OF MINiSTRY: 24 Ycars
ÐIOCÐSE OF INCARDINA'IION: Milrvaukec
A])DRI]SS

ASSTGNI\4ENTS:
YE,{R PARISÏ:I L0CA'I"ïON
1949-1954 St, Joseph Parish Milrvaukee
I954-1962 St, fohrr Nepoflrus Parish Mihvaitkee
1962-1966 St. Mary Parish \trau{esþa. Wi
1966-1968 Trnnraculaïc lleart af Mary çtt¡:41{i3;,W-I
1968-1969 Hoiy Rosary Par'ísh Mjl¡r'ailk'ee,''ïVl,
1969-1971 St. John B*ptist Parish ' ,11{*o-rihu1l. 1üI

1g7l-1975 St. Peter (llaver Parish '''', '. 
'SliClroygan, Wl

ï975-1976 SickLeave
1976 Resigrratiorr '',i*,'

1976 Retiremellt i,

l)alnTirrc, Il. fj0067

Á,PPOfNTlvlËitlT
Assislilnt Fastr:r'

I Assistiurt Pastor' 
A^{sis{ant Pastor

. ¿\ssistaut Pastor
,.,., ,t'Fil$tt)L
-"i lArtminislratar'

F¿stór

ACCUSA.TÌOhI AGAINST
YEAR VICTIM ,.,

:.;:;

x 969 t2 Vaþinal penelrtlíctr
with Íinger: fondling:
fc¡rccel mastru:b¿lti otr

Not specifìe<l

C ff TL l'*Õ:CEËD I NG$J ;\{ì¿\J N$T ]'HFi C T,ì3TTJ {:
T¡e 1969 iiftident wff$ supllrs€dly reported to the poliee by the pareni$. "i'liere erc no

polic* ree*rds,still intact.'Ï'hc stafiil* of'lii'¡rilaticins has expireti irr bath cases

'':,4_':. ' ,

MË/ISURÐS AütPllËÐ BY ll}"lE tliÖC6$"ü.
YF,r4.n AflTIÛN TAKnI'i
2tû3. Ëiles stLrdiod for arry ildiealion *l'prior knnr.:.leclge or rellorts, Nonc fotutd.

Pricst nat n[:le ti: bc confr¡:til*cl <lue f o tutal dí.sability'
2{JC}"4 Caseei relefrefl ta Cuugregation fc¡r the Doctrinc of'thc Flit}:

ST JSThNÅNCË PR*VIDEI} T't}'"1 HE ÜLËIil{.I
Ë¡rrhr.,l is tirlly ve.¡;l.ed in fhe pricsrs' pensì** plan ar:ri reccivcs lhe sarrte tnonlirly prì)4l:crll

as âny other r*fired priest, f 
:le is carel1 trbr ìn a Catiiolic nut:sirtg hcxìr'r.

t 963-69 :t \t

DENLìNCIATION

2Õ02

2û02

.4¡X)Þãû39329
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]IËSPOÌ.ISE i Iì"ECüURSE MADIÌ BY ]]HR L]LE}ITC

None, ire is totaliy incapacitaled clue To a sovere sttnke.

BTSHOP'S VOTtI T

The¡:attern of the allegatious has an jtttenralconsist*ncy. All of tlre d¿tes arld pläces are

verified i¡ the recorils. The ¿Çcusers have no knorvledge of or cantact wiili orle ¿rlc¡ther,

T'hese cases have been given ncl piLblíc noforiety anci there ltas bcen no scalrdal,

Because of lús inabjlity to mount any defense, I am askìng that he not be subjected to a

pen*l füal. He does rtol appear in public and is ca¡rnble of no ttri:ristry.

I ask that Father Hopfl f¡r lea^so¡-rs ol acivancecl age and poor health, be permittecl to live a

life of prayer alicT penance tlie <iet:rils of which rvill Lre rporkcci.on rvith hjnr to the best cf
his ability to understalrd the situatio¡r. :"

,qåX)&'åqì3933ü



N{ILWAL]KEE

Opr-rc¡ oF THE AncHarsHop

September 27,2004

Hìs Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregaiion for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rome,Italy

Your Eminence:

In accord with the nomrs oT Sacramentorum sanctitq.Íis ttû.ela,I am submitting for your
consideration the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend Jerome Lanser has

been accused ofmultiple acts of sexual abuse of minors. The summmy of these allegations is

enclosed. Father Lanser has admitted that a number of acts of sexual misconduct occurred but
denies that any of the individuals were minors at the time.

Over the years, efforls were madc to provide spiritual and psychological inierventions that
would rehabilitate Father Lanser. None of these effbrts have been successful as he reoffended after
each intervention, oflen while sfiìl in therapy. Father Lanser was considered such a risk that he was
placed on drug therapy to control his impulses. He failecl to observe that treatment plan and
reoffended. It was thought that a non-paroohial assignment might be possible. Even in that setting,
he made sexual advances against an employee of the nursing home who was barely over the age of
majority. With our current understanding of the nature of his condition, it is clear that he will never
be able to assume any public ministry.

The pattern of his behavior as described is consistent with someone who is unable to conhrol

his sexual impuises, He displayed a pariicular penchant for young African American males. One of
the victims who has re¡rt:rrted the abuse is

who have roported sir¡ljlar nbuse to him.
A former assoointe pastor has reporled on the steady stream of young African American males who
were observed coming to the rectory late at night and leaving early in the morning, It is unclear if
tliese young men were minoîs. Father Lanser has been arrested on charges of driving under the
influence of alcohol several times but has never been convicted.

The impact ón hîs various víctims has been significant. Our new found awareness of the
seventy of damage caused by sexual abuse at the hands of clergy makes it impossible for us to
ignore this situation.

Given the nature and frequenay of the úleged and adrnitted sexual abuse, along with the
serious abuse of office, I have pondered long anrl hard to arrive at an opinion about the most
appropriate action to be taken. In order that justice may be made manifest and healing of the
victims and the Church may proceed, I am asking that Reverend Jerome E. Lanser be disrnrssed e¡
off,cio f¡om the clerical state. FIe is drawing from his pension fund and that will continue.

3501. -5ourlr [-al<r: Drive, ]ìO. llox 0/091), M:lr¡,ar¡kce, Wi fi)07-l)912
PrioNr.: ('f l4)769-J491 , Wrs sttr: wwwarchnril,org

AÐTM{} 17285



His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the f)ocfrine of the Faifh

paga2

If the judgement of Your Eminence is that this case should proceed to a dismissal by decree

of your Congregation, I would cede to that judgement. Furthermore, if it is your judgement that this
case should proceod through a canonical penal process, tr humbly request a dispensation from
prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural errors that may have occurred during the years

this c¿rse was un<ler investigation. The severity of ïhe offenses is such that it is my opinion that these

requesls arejustihed.

I look forward to your further instructions in this mattcr,

With sentiments of deepest esieem,I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ | fu,^n r!-,
I

,sJz-
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan

Archbìshop of Milwaukec

Á,Ð()ruf$ A728flt



W
Milwaukee, WI53222

Reverend Jerome E. Lanser

OI }VfiLW\UTdLE

Otnrcr oF TllE ARcrtBlsttop

April 7, 2005
Year of the Eucharist
Sede Vacante

1" I b4^ñ U*1
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

Dear Father Lanser,

You raised some important questions in ,vour recent letier to me. I am surprised at
some of them since the records of the various Vicars for Clergy indicate that you have been

informed of the concerns raised about your actions. However, I will summarize how
substantiation of claims is reached'

Both in your letter and in your recent conversations with Father Curt Frederick and

Deacon David Zimprich, you seem to focus on two poinb: first you talk about only one

allegation and, second, you refer to the lack of a convictign in the civilcourt system, As you

have been informed, we are not dealing with a síngle allegatìon but with rnultiple incidents,

You are also aware that the one case that did fìnd its way into the coutt system was a civil, not
a criminal case. It was not dismissed on the facts of the case but rather on the statute of
limitations.

When we examine allegations, substantiation is arrived at when the dates and places

reflect a person's assignment history, when there is an internal consistency among multiple
repofts, and when those reporting are deemed credible. In your own case, surely you have not
forgotten earlier interventions about these concerns which even led to institutional and
pharmaceutical effotts.

Ultimately any deterrnination in your case wÍll come from the Congreþation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. The matter rests in their hands at this time. In the interim, you are to
continue observing the provisions of the precept previously issued. I understand from repoÊs
received that you have not always been meticulously observant of those provisions. I also

expect you to follow the protocols reviewed by Deacon Zimprich.

If you would like to visit personally, please call FatherJerry Herda at (41a) 769-3496to
arrange an appointment,

With prayerful good wishes, I am,

llv in Christ,

3501 SoLrtlr l.ake Drive, PC. Box 070912, lvlilwauliee, Vll 1i)-01'09)7"
Fnonr: (41,1)769-3497 " Wt¡ slrrr r.rww.archnril.olg

ADOMO 17275



CONGREGAI]O
PRO DOC'IRTNA FIDI'|]

P¡ror. N. 4461Q4.227..411

(lrr rtr¡nt.siotc liot auli¡ huit¡ nn*i)

Your ExcellencY,

CONIIIDENTIAL

ænA Atlà del Vatti:¿no,

Pzh¿zo àc! S, {.ifiizi<r

7 Júy 2006

I write regarding the case of the Reverend Jerome E" I-A|'{SER! a priest of your Archdiocese

who has been accuseã of sexual abuse of minors and conceming whom Your Excellency has

requested dismissal from the clerical state ¿r fficio,,'

After having Çafefully examined the presenl case, es.peÇially Your Excellency's volum, it was

noted that the alleged delicts are bound by prescription and that the said priest, while admitting that

the acts of sexual misconduct occulred, dánies thaf any of the alleged victim was a minor at the time'

For these reasons trr* Cárigr"gation haá decided that it would be more appropriate to proceed by way

of an a<lninistrative pcrol"prä*rs in this case. Cotrsequently, this Dicastery grants a derogation frorn

the las¡ of presctiptiòn *r.¿'authqrizes Your E;<celi,2ij$y i,c iniiiate an administrative penai process as

outlinecl in can. izzo of ttre Code oJ'Canon Law. Your Excellency is therefore kindly requested:

to infbnn the accused of the allegations and the proofs, while affording him the

opporlunity, via tris canonical advocate' of a proper defence;, 
-

to'evaluatå accurately all the proofs ancl the evidence with the assistance of two

assessors who are competent and renowned for their prudence;

to issue a decree in aôcordanca with cc, 1342-7350 UC if the delict can be pfove'r

witlr certainty. The decree should corrtain the reasons in iute et in facto'

If, as a result of îhis p1ocess, Your Excellency is still of the opinion that the accused should be

dismissed f"om the clerical state or have some othet petpçfwr'l penalty imposcd upon hil)r' you aTe

requested to refer the matter to this Congregation. -{lrt:i¡ld-a decree imposing such a penalty be istiucd

ty'tf,i, Dicastery irt Congressu Particulari, the accuscti wouttt have the right t0 prescut rrecotlrsç to

tlre Orrlinary Session of tãe Carrlinal and Bishop Mcmbers of thjs Congregalion (Faria IV)'

1)

2)

3)

His ExceliencY
The Most Reverend Timothy toI. ÐOLAN
Ar ch bi s hop of lulilw aukee

3501 South Lake Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912, U.S'A'

ADOMO 43441



However, before proceeding with the above-mentioned penal process, Your Excellency
should approach the cleric in order to ascertain hís position regarding submitting a voluntary petition
for a dispensation from the obligations of Sacreci Orders including celibacy.

Altematively, since Rev, Lanser is currently experiencing serious hçalth problems and
considering also his advanced age, this Dicastery docs not exclude the solution outlined in n. 8 b of
lhe Essential Norms. Your Excellency is authorízed in this case, if you should judge it appropriate, to
apply such Norms ald direct the cleric tq live a li,fe of prayer and penance with the possibility of
celebrating Mass privately. That disciplinarv measur{ìs should be reinforced b'¡ penal precept.

I take the opportunity to offer Your Excellency my sincere respects and I remain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

x Angelo Atu,qro, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Secretary

"1 ./,-YTffiá
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Dear Jcrome.

November 16,2006

Sincerely yorus itt Christ,

As you are aware, I was rccently advised tr¡z',ttré-,Congregation for the Doctrine of

the þ-aith that I could proceecl rvith an administrafive penälproo.øs to resolvc the

allegations against you, Having reoeived a report from your doctor aþouf yoLrr fiagiÌe

pliyãicat healih and having t'eceived a petitiou frOnrryou with suppoftive documeutation

fi'om yout c¿inonical a.dvisor, I took the'T41_tu to my.,$visors'

::lL*

provided you continue to abide Uy iË*Sq¡qg#t restrictions that have been placed

upon you, narnely that you do nq!'-ë.xercise any'puijlic rninistry and do not prescnt

vãursåtf in pub[ó as a cleric by eiiiia,attire or title¡:l:would allow you to live out the rest

of your life in prayer and jperance. You wif! continueþ19n1ain in contact with Deacon

David Zimprich to ensu&lhat these restrictlioti.lare beiffibservccl. Any inclication that

rhey are noì would- then ffi,rrlt in ínitiating a ioiúul proiðis against you,

Despìte everlthing else, i do pray fclr yqrU health and well beiilg, I hope yotl al-e

able to inçirporatc your currettt pli_y9iq?l sufferiirg into the prayer aud pet:rance that must

be an inte,'!¡f-nl part of yóur 1ife. 'ia1.i,,,".:'. l

Most Rcverend TimothY M. Dolan
Archbishop o f \.4ilwaukee

cc rc

Ai}{le,{(}43¿$38
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CONGREGATIO
PRO CLERICIS

Vatican CiIy,1 MaY 2011

Prot. No. 20111247

Dear Father Lanset,

This Congregation writes in regard to your hierarchical recourse concetrring the

decision to terminate the payment of your insurance premiums'

The Dicastery herewith attaches its Decree in the matter'

With assurances of prayers and cordíal best wishes, I rernain,

Sincerely yotrs in Christ,

+ t'L l'û*ç"-
E Celso Morga lruzubieta

Titular Archbishop of Alba marittima
Secretary

1 Enclosure

Congregazione per il Clero - 00120 Città del Valicano -'Ieì. 0ó169884151 - F,lx: 06,/69884845

ADOM0434s0



U. J.ffY

Prot. No. 20111247

CONGTffi,GATIO PRO T]LERTCIS

Dncnrn

a

3

4

5

whereas the Rev. Jerome Lanser remains a cleric incardinatecl in the Archdiocese of

Milwaukee;

Whereas by letter of 31 August 2010 of the Vicar General of the Archdiocese of

Milwaukee, the Rev, Lanser was informed of the decision of the ordinary to

terminate the payment of his insurance premiums for Medicare Advantage, Dental

and Vision Corr"ruge and the benefit of the Health Reimbu¡sement Account,

effective 1 October 2010;

Whereas on 21 September 2010 the Rev. Lanser presented-a remonsttatÌo to the

ordinary, asking that the decision to terminate this assistance be revoked;

wherea¡ on 22 October 2010, through his lawfulty nandated canonical Procurator,

J. Michael Ritty, the Rev. Lanser presented lüerarchical recoulse to the

Congregation for the ClergY;

'Whereas the stated object of this recourse was that the Congregation "rescind the

ciecision of Bishop Listecki [sic], and direct Bishop Listecki [sic] to continue to

provide the paymènt of insurancè premiums for Meclicare Advantage, Dental ald

ïirion .ou.ågê and the benefit of the Health Reimbursement Account";

Whereas the universal law of the Church indicates that suitâble provision is to be

made for the social welfare of clerics, such as they may need in infirmity, sickness,

or old age (c. 28i $2);

Whereas an Ordinary is free to determine the most suitable means available in order

to meet tlie obligations of c. 281 $2;

'Whereas thc Ordinary, judging it opportune to meet the obligations of this canon

through a variety of m"*r *ttit. iátitrg into accouut the differíng situations of

indivúual clerics, has decided to fulfrll the obligations of c' 2BI ç2 in respect to the

Rev. Lanser through othcr avenues, including the obtaining of governmental and

other forms of charitable assistance;

Whereas it is the judgrnent of the Ordinary that the Rev. Lester is not thereby "being

left destitute or incapable of rneeting his health care and living needs", and the

Ordinary has furthermore assured the Congregation of his continued vigilance that

the obligations of c. 281 $2 will continue to be met with tespect to the Rev. Jerome

Lanser;

6

7

B

9

I of 2
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THEREFORE

This Dicastery clecrecs

that the [IieranchÍcal Recourse as presented against the decision of
ihe Ordinary of the Archdiocese of Milwaul<ee, U.S.A., to
discontinue payrnent of insurance premiums for Medicare
A,dvantage, Ðental and Vision coverâge, antl the benefit of the
Health Reimbursement Account, is hcreby rejected both in
procedendo and iz deccrnendo as tracking basis in law and in fact.

Recourse against this Decree made be made to the supreme Tribunal of the
Apostolic Signatura in accord with the norm of law,

Given at the Seat of the
Congregaúion for the Clergy
7 M.ay?Alt

tø

I\4auro Cardinal P iacenza
Prefect

+ û- /," l{uqo-
I

Mons, Celso Morga lruzubieta
'I'itular Archbishop Elect oJ'Alba Marittima

Secretary

ZOL¿

AtloM0 43452
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Orrrcn oF TÌlE Ancxstsgc¡p

September 7 ,20t4

His Emincnce Joscph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregatiorr for the l)trctrine of the Faith
Pizr.zadel fi. Uffizio I I
ü0 f 93 Ronrc, Italy

Your Eminence:

Tn accor<l with the nolms of Sacramentoli¿m sünclíîcttis lutela, Ï am submitting for your

consideration the case of a priest qf the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend'Ihomas A. Trepanier
lras been accuscd of mutliple acts of sexual abuse of a minor, The summary of thesc allogations is

enciose<l. Father Trepanier has admitted that sexual acts r,vith the individual making the allegation

did take place but he contests the frequency and nature of the acts as well as the age of the accuser.

As we have reviewed Father Trepanier's file ancl the statements of both the accuser and his

family rnembers, it is clear that he consistently abused his office both to gain access t<l this
vulnelable boy and to eiicit the trust of his parents. He was a frequent visitor to tho fänrily home

and was considered part of their family and holiday ceilebrations. The young marl vr'as suffering
û-om at the time the two

members have provided second hand accounts of
additional, suspected vicfims. At the time of this writing these alleged victims have not approacirecl

the Archdìocese. However, one víctim is sufficient that action needs to be taken.

The impact on this victim has been significant. The ,Archdiocese of Milwaukee paid therapy

costs for a number of years. Recently the Archdiocese finally arrived at an ont of court settlement in
this case which included.a provision frr ongoing therapy as well as financial compensation. Our
new found awareness of the severity of damage caused by sexual abu.se at the hands of clergy
makes it impossible for us to iglore this sìtuation

Givcn the nature and frequency of thc allcged and admitted sexual abuse, along with the

serious abuse of office, J have pondereil long and hard to arrive at an opinion about the most
appropriate action to be taken.

I arn requesting that the Archdioiese of Milwaukee be authorized to conduct a penal trial to
rietermine the facts that Father Trepanier disputes as well as to determine what, if any,penal
remedy should be assessed. Tf it is your judgcment that this case shouid proceed tlirough a canonical
penal process, I humbly request a dispcnsation ffom prescription as well as a sanaïiorr of any
procedural errors that may have occurred during the years this case was utrder investigation. The

severity of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that this request is justified. I{owever, if the
judgcmcnt of Your Emjnence is that this case should proceed to a dismissal by decree of your
Congregation, I would cede to that juclgement.

-î5û1 ,\orith Lirhe Drivc, PO. l:ox A70l)12, Miirvaukee, \N\ 5'12t7'Dg)z
]ìr.lo¡rr: (414)7ó9-3497 " Wrn slti : wwvi.archrnll.org

AÐ0M016155



His Hmínenco Josepfi Cardinal Ï{,atzinger

Congregation for the lloctrine r:f the þ-aith

p-2

At the time he resigned from active ministry Reverend Trepanier was provided with $20,000
to assist with trarrsition. He is capable of gainfirl employment and remains eligible for his p'ension'

bene{its when he reaches age 68.

I iook forward to your further instn:ctions in this matter.

'With sentiments of deepest esteem, f am,

-"#æ*9'elY

* \ t/\"^/fr'Aa
Moit Reverend Timothy M. Dolan

Archbi sliop of Milwaukee

.aÐûeest6l56
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CONGREGATTO
PRO DOCTRIN.A, FIDEI

ffii2j Ciilà let Va¡i¿no,

ílaJaz'zo ðt1$. Uffizío

6 October 2005

Pnot N. !loeP+:!lo!t
(I¡t n:;rc¡siow ,li¡l ttrtì¿ l:¿i¿t *t;¡tui)

CONFIÐENTIAL

Your Excellency,

The Corigregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has received the documentation you

sent regalding the R.everend Thomas A. 'IREPÀNIER, a priest of your Archdiocese

accused of the scxual abuse of minors.

After having carefully examined the present case, I wish to inform you that this

Dicastery hereby græts a derogatioq ftom the law of prescription requested by Your
ll.xcellency and arrthorizes you tc in'iiiale an arlministratjve penal Prg9g.:qf as c¡ullineC in c.an.

1720 of rhe Code of Canon Law. Your Bxcelléncy is kindly requested to:

1) inform the accused of the allegations and the proofs, while affording him the

opporlunjty, through his canonical aclvocate, of a proper defense;

2) accurately evalnate all the proofs and the evidence employing the assistance of
two assessors who are competent and renowned for their prudence;

3) if the delict can be proved with certainty, issue a decree according to cartn.

1342-7350, which should contain the rea-sons in law and in fact'

If Your Ðxcellency should consider iI opportune to impose the penalty of dismissal
from the clerical state or some other perpetual penalty, the imposition of this penalty must
first be requested fìom this Congregation, ln the event of a decreu being issued by this
Dicastery in Congressu Partículari, the accused will always have the right to presetf l€course
io the Ordinary Session of the Cardinal ancl Rishop Members of this Dicastery (Feria II).

His Ëxcellency
The l{Iost Reverend Tirnothy M. DOL.{N
Archbishop of Milwaukee
3501 Soutli Lake Drive,
l\4ilwaukee, WI 53207 -0912, U.S.A.

AÐûrb{016123



I wish also to inforsí Your Excellency that this Congregation suggests another

solution by authorizing you tô apply n. I b of the Essential Norms. The cleric should be

directed to live a life of prayer and penance with the possibility of celebrating Mass privately.

I iake this opporfunity to offer Your Excellency my sincere respect and I remain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

I

x Angelo AMATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Seeretary

AÐTMOI6L24
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Prot. No. 406 - 04 - 19047

His Excellency
The Most Reverend Angelo Arnato, SDB

Congtegation for the Doctritie of the Faith

00120 Citta del Vaticano
Palazzo del S.ljffrzio

I\4ay 15, 2006

Your Excelleucy,

In accord with the instructions provided in yoç letter oflQctober 6, 2005, I have

proceeded with an aclministrative penal pïocess in thäcase of tlte.¡,Reverend Thomas

Trepanier, I first gave him another opportunity tp:.se.eþpjlnÍatyí¡ai"ir tion but, again,he

refusecl that option, As has been his consistent stance, heishoscÉ',no:l€Illorsc and his

primary concem is self-focused on liow r1¡¿gsfinar-rpial supporf ho 
'i¡¡itrl 

receive'

on April 11, 2006, I mct wi$:two:appointäd,assessors, bolh of whonl ale 
-

respected priests of the Archdiocesd, notéffi-r theirp-rudence, and both sf whorn lrave

seóed on th* College of Consultors. TheyÏrti*prçy,iirusly shrdiecl the Acta asseinbled in

the case. The brief of defenscË.I4a-S-alsO.¡evierve&h,y, the two assessors ancl is included in

the enclosed lcla. ,,iÍ 
' 

'l.t,i7i;til,:.,.

';:! :'.

In the serious and,proìonged discussion'of the matter, there was complete

harmony in arrivipg at thäìlrranimous agreement that the cielicts hncl indeed occurred. ln

fact, the defe-gs+lliiiiie{:iliil'lffit't,rffer any argumeút that the acts had not been committed.

Therefore,.iüís my finilìi;g tliaT,,thç delicts are proven with certairrty'
': .,

'fnà¿iseussion with tfre asiöãi:ilisgnthe penalty to be inrposed rvas alsr.¡ thorough.

Various Op.:!þs were studiecl. Tlte options eonsidered inr:lu<lçd the following:
:::.... l:

"':rt,i&"lnoval 
from anfipublic minish'y or public ptesentatiotl as a pfiest but

ral,gjit¡q,fi of the c'l€dcal state àtrd accompanying 1:emission for privaie
celêbf afio¡e-qf, ,JV1àss

o A1low early retirement r.vith limited and monitorecl ministry

" Impose a life of prayer ancl penance

" Dismissal from the clericai state.

(loncerns about the various optioris were discussed. One major conoern shared by all is
the fact that we have no assurallce that there rvill not be ongoing liability for thc Church

if Falher Trepanier is permitted to confinue in any kind of ministry or l-emain in the

clerical state.'

AÐÛM046681
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Prot. No, 137103 - 19050

P.2
His Excellency, The Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

Early retirernent would not be an option because the Archdiocese of Milwaukee would

thenbe bound to continue paylng his support until he reaches the age aliowed by the

pension plan. Civil law governs the plan and it does not allow exceptions for early

ietirement exoept for serious health conditions, This high expense would be difficult to

justify at a time we are cutting back pastoral services ancl laying people off because of
financial constraints. We have no facilities which woUld be avai,lable for a life of prayer

and penance and his previous foray into living as 4.qgligious wâs;rrot successful, The ortly

defense offered by the canonical advocate dealt w'ü'høprocedural'issue thal is not

applcable in canon law and a challenge to the exact:n*íìihzäeä''gggpi the vi*rjru.

I have pondered this matter these many mopfhs, rvcighing in

the balance, first, my deeP resPect Ibr: which iulbr"rns my

understanding of why an inelivicl tir ta his clerical stâte and,

secondly, arising from that same respect âwareness that there is no place in

ministry for someone who that no additional victims have

come forward but the has He came forward at a time

w'hcn tll.ere \.vâs utlt fb'r
:\::::t. : ... ì::. :

1Ìher:c.fur**I havc ¡,Èivcrl ¿rt thc couçlil$li-,{¡li that-Fàtl¡*f Th*mss'lir*pnnier shr:ultl

lrú disririssçil fmtmr;t\eclcric:al sl.af r. I arrr rcqrir:Èling thili tht¡ Cr¡lr$l'Pgatiçu i"clr tlle

l)*c1ríne üf iiìâ Fä¡tli'issu* a,riç,$rce {.il lhnt cff¿:C-f; Recnuse,lllis rilfltttr'hils heuun ltt'eitra*illti
nvor nuclr{r l*ngrirne,l arr:r haiiffitfat it* *o¡,1ø1ir*ir:rn wil.l he Jì"rt.illr"'nr¡ring s*¡:r¡r'

Wi,fh.gratitude for your csnsideration, sentiments of esteem, and prayerful besl

wishes, I ar4,r

Sincerely yours in Christ,

r-r; t L.^Ã Lø\ t . ,Sn "-^--
Most Reverend Timothy M, Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

AÐOM0 46682
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January 15,2008

Prot. No. CDF 406-04 -- 1904'l

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Citta del Vaticano
Palazzo del S. Uffizio

Your Excellency,

With regard to the above-captioned case, I have pondered long and hard about

yotu suggestion that we impose a ten-year precept on Reverend Thomas Trepanier and

then consider his return to rninistry. I respectfully submit that such a resolution is not

tenable. Ten years will not eradicate the facts in this matter; Father Trepa¡ier sexually

abused a minor and can never, therefore, flinction as a-pnest again. Tìrere is no such thing

as a "safe" ministry when his tackground is publicly t 
"uw-6y 

ttit ow¡ admissions.

I respectfully implore you to reconsider and,..qonfinn the results of the

attempting to abolish the stafute sexual assault retr-oactively. Such

's ability to exercise its mission,legislation would
The more rve can out purifying the priesthood as the Holy
Fatfuer has implored us to dq the q¡.9re rve ôan be speak credibly about thc aciverse effects

of such legislation. OuLcritics challenge,us on the l'act that ktrown abusers have still not

been laicizecl. If word'got ouf thât.*be Holy See had left the door open for a

reconsideration of Fathþr Trepanier's case in teu years, c¡ur creditrility would be seriously

damaged.

'

Thank,you for 1'our ¡econsideration of this case.

's1en|í rr¡,"nlr ¡,f^ r.t? ¿"t,zv 1 çrr

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Ir
f i ¿{ùà il. 'Sb\"*

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

.A.ÐOM{} 4667 4
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Very Rev. Curt Frederick

Vicar for ClergY

3501S. Lake Drive

Mi1waukee,WI53207

November 9,2008 Dedication of St. John Lateran

NirV. 1 i 2008

Dear Curt,

peace and blessings on your ministry to our brother priests. ,After six and one ha1{ years

of waiting for thetDF io make a decision in my Canonical case and at the request of

my spiritúal director, I write to ask you for a written description of my current position

as a validly ordained priest within the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. In October of.2002,I

met with Archbishop 
-Dolan. 

During the 30 minute lunch at his residence he told me,
,'Toffi-,I read your c*u and your victim sounds like a requited gay lover!"

It is difficult to comprehend the circurnstances that have occurred since that funch and

the way in which hii decisions have affected me spiritually, emotionally, physically and

financially and how those decisions have also jeopardized the health and welfare of my

eiderly parents and my invalid brother as well as given the faith communities I served

tlre irnpressiol that in-Í.act,I am a serial pedophile, the reality of which you and

everyone connected with my case knows is not true.

As you aïe âware, when the allegation from some l-8 prior years was brought against

*" it'r December 1998, Archbishop Weakland conducted an iggg"tigatiun which

inc1udedBishopSklba,VeryRev.W.Koh1er,n'.Wncfamyriadof
psychiatrists ând psychologists who conducted valious ìntorviews and in-depth

inierrogations. Át ttt" conãlusion of the Zyeat investigation, I received a letter from the

then Vicar for Clergy , Very Rev. Joseph Flornacek inforrning me that I had completed

the necessary ruquitu^ents of the investigation and found to be a priest in good

standing inifre Àrchdiocese of Milwaukee. Infact, Rev. Hornacek commended me for

the coop-eration and honesty withwhich I approached the investigation I was then

assigneã to you as the associate pastor of St. Dominic Parish, Brookfield, with the

,,u.uuu"ty piecautions and sufficient staff and parish members being irrformed of the

allegationãgaínst me. I served in that position from November 2000, until May 2,2002

at r,rltrich Ume f resigned in the face of my name being released to the public media by
the Archdiocese and the distinct impression from that telease, that I too was serial

pedophile. This irnpression v¡as further corroboratedby lercy Topziewski, the

À,"chãiocesan Spokìsperson, when he told the Milwaukee ]ournal Sentinel that in fact I

was requesinglaicization, which was simply not true.
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Since that time, there are few words that can describe what these past years have been

for me ancl my family and the serious damage this has done to my family and faith

community relatio¡ships. To add to the pain of being destroyed, isolated and

abandoned by the Church of Milwaukee, I was also dropped from any diocesan mailing
lists driving me even further away from ttre Church that I faithfully sgrved for sorne2T

years of ministry. It has also been brought to my attention by a credible source that
certain c¿uron lawyers created a Votum wlúch was sent to Rome thât in no way reflected

the true facts of my case and even worse, exaggerated some of the fallacious details

presented by the former psychologistLizPiasecki. This I was told was done to give

inore cred.ence and moral support to the case against me, which included dates and

tirnes of alleged abuse on my part, when I wasn't even assigned to the alleged parish.

These abuses of my canonical rights and the double jeopardy I have been subjected to is
beyond moral comprehension.

Thus, followíng these six ancl one half years of isolation, without any type of support
from the faith community, let alone tire ability to celebrate the Eucharist, it has become

necessary to seek Canonical justice in the case brought against my by Archbishop
Dolan. I believe that I have been abandoned and ignored with the sincere intent, if not
the hope on the part of some, that I will simply gve up my moral obligation to the
priesthood and disappear into history or die, whichever comes first. Let this letter stand

as testimony to the fact that I will exert every possible effort to receive the justice I have

a right to under Canon ¡¿1', including petitioning His Holiness Pope Benedict with the

hrre facts of my case. To quote a Canon Lawyer, "Canonical justice is not a privilege
decided by the few, but the right to justice for every baptized Catholic. T.herefore,

justice delayed is justice denied."

I await your response and respectfully request that within the next two weeks, you
specifically state the facts of my case in writing to include narnes and dates as to why
my case has not been resolved or some explanation as to my status within Canon Law
and the lack of a response from the CDF.

As always, my farnily ar-rd I patiently await the justice, compassion and mercy prornised
by God through His Son, Jesus Ctuist. Tharik you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Tom Trepanier, M. Div.,lt4.S.'75

Cc: file
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1)1, fr4i ír'r¡ri l'üî i:.1üìil

Novetnbcr 27,2008

Thornæ

Dear Tom,

Thank yCIu fCIr yonr letter of Novcurber 9,2008, I received if o¡rNovetnber 17, 2008 and"

have read and i'eread it, I appreciåte the pain and the pei'sonal desire it expressos' I do not have

answers to some of the issues that you wish acldressed. I have no idea why the CDF has not

responded definitively. The archbishop periodically cotttacts the CDF ancl asks for rcsponses to

ail 
-of 

the cases bef'ore it fronr our archcliocese. The last colttact I am aware of was January 15,

2008,

I agree with you, Tom, that justice delayed is justice deníecl. It is my observatior over

these past few years thât no one here has thç push or pull to get a quiok responso from th.e CDF.

I do know that the archbishop continues the conversatjon with the CDF regatdírrg yolr câsð.

Tflith regard to lhe facts of ,l,our casç, I have obtained and am attaching two documents'

Tire first docu:nent is what the CDF calls a "Lable," It is used in submitting â câso before the

CDi{. It summarizes the facts of tire case and the CV of the priest and concludes with the

bishop's fequ€sfs from the CDF given the afotemenlioned data. You may nofice thatPat L*gges

is notèd as your advocate. I rurderstand thaf the table was submitted prior to your côntracting

with Mr. Ritty. The second documeni is the archbjshop's decree lt the conclusion of the

aúninistrativepenai process fhat thç CDF authorized,in your case. It states the findings of the

adrninistrative penat ptocess using the facts of the case ând declares the wish of the archbishop in

point three, giventhe facts stated in the first hvo points.

I arn confused with your mentioll of a "votum" crealed by certain ca:ron lawyers. I don't

know what you are refererrcing. I rnay be able fo be of help to you if you would provide the

source of thc information you have or the nanre(s) of the author(s) of the alleged docttment.

I hope that Ìfiis informatíon is helpful to you, Tom. Il is my bolief that your sanonical

advocate, Mr. Ritty, has had access to t¡e âcIs of the case, so I'm not ceÍain that I am adding any

new information, Iom, As always I send you my best wishes atrd assute you of my continuing
prâyers. I continue to look back fondly and appreciatively on the time u/e spent together at St.

Domínic's and in friendship.

In the lÆrd JÉsus,

r'l

' ft r.¡.,")' '

\/ery Rer,'erend Curt J, Frecledck
Vicar for Clergy

Çc;Mr. J. Michaei Ritty

75t1 I i:;itttl"t 1,tti.t' ';jtit¿. l'.í.': . I:i:t. i'í/jiì11''it1úw;ritl',t':, Wi i:':l{J"i "i1ri12

i\t*i;ï: ?t\1i!i)i1,i12jI " 1:?t;'.¡l: tie¡v..v(ùars,\tttii t>l{,' ';(YiÍ ili;: '.vzr',çittút;ttiir'vlt
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CONFIDENTIAL

I Aprit 2009

+

x Luis F. L,+ol'Rtn, S.J.
'I'itular ArchbishoP of Thibica

Secretarv

Your ExcellencY'

,l.l:ré Ca'gregatirri J:ol' fhu Dry' ine, 
of Lhe Faith has receivecl yor¡r correspondence of

l5 Janrrlr)., 2û0X snä"ile 'ir¿arçt ?009, inlr*gõrd lQ the case of l{exerend "fh*mas 
"1""

Tnf,r¿¡,¡,liin, a'pri*¡t ol'your¡ ArBheliacess aclu'ed cf the sexual rrtruse' of a milrtn" Yùrtr

nxccliency lln*,a.ikcd tli+ Çongregatio¡r 1o ;;;;'nrr.r* ihe decision çûm¡nu*icnred r* yr:u'iir,

-i¡' irit-i åf ?- '4.osott ?0Õ6 {P¡:nr'N ' 41öt2tit\4 -2:i872)'

After a careful reccinsideration of the '{acts in 'this case, the judgment 
" 
9f the

cong.r!äirrî"rrä"q ¡n decísi,s. As comnttlnlcaæa in our earlier corrçspon¿ênce' while the

il;iõ";^;;;-ri¿ri.'¡ üehavior is manifest, this.'case cloes not i'volve a delictutn gravius'

because the victim was óveï the age of t6 åt the'time the immorai acts occurred''l'his does

'ot lessen the culpabiliry= of nr-u, fr*puniet, tror ynur Excellency's need to seek an

appropriate solution'

Thereforeo the congrçgation suggests that Ynur.!'-Ïxçell'errt;1i ripplrr tlte ptuvisiuns uÍ'rhs

Essential"No*ns, n.;;;;å";;;. 2n ç2 Cft:, pr*hibiting u*v ¡iublic minì1trrt -{r 1it

indeterminare dme- .uíir*, thun for. u ,p""in"iruiiù*r 1f: 
y*orS, 'fh* l¿lw does uçÎ permit ths

impo*itiO¡ of n p*,p*ti*ri p""ufU'in titis.;;sc, f nç rotuiiern suggested protects t'inp'u' the

¡g'oer of,rrre fir1i¡:rh *ulr''irr. 
"r*.tiuitiry "f 

ih;.4i*r¡dir¡e'ss irr *leaiing i¡,itrr th*.:r* s*andalo's

cä:*es ol. lvxunl*t rru*. ,qr ih" ,u*" time, it reflects the fact fhat the church must be seen as

administering the lavr witir justice and equity' 
i

, Grateful lbr your vigilance in these difäctrit malters, rvith prayeïful suppott arrd

fraiernal best wishes. I r*nrain

Yours siticereiY in Christ'

Ilis lÌxcellencY
Most Rev, TimotìrY M. Ðol¿x
Archdioc es e rl' Mìlv'uukc e

3501 South Lake f)rive
Milwau,kee, WI 53207'09 l2
LJNITED STATES OT AMERICA
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September 14, 2005

Archbishop Angelo Amato, SDB

Congregation for thç Doctrjne of thc !-aith

Piazza del S, Uffizío 11

00193 Rorte,Italy

Your Excellency:

In accord with the llouì1s of Srtcrcunet'ttontnt sanctitatis tutela,I arn submitting f'or your

coirsideration the case of a priest of the Archcliocese of Milwaukee. Reverend Jolui C' Wagner has

been accgsed of sexual abu.sc ofrninors. The sunrnary of these allegations is enclosed. Father

Wagner has adrlitted that some acts of sexual assault occurred but denies others.

Over the years, eflorts were rlacle to provide spiritual and psychological interventions that

would rchabilitate Father Wirgr.rcr. Although he was in therapy for the admitted lrehavtors attd el'elt

went so far as to make a recommitu'rent to celibacy before two auxiliary bishops and liis therapist,

he coptinr.red to re-offend. He has been rvithout any assignment and under precept not to exet'cise

ministry for the last ten year:s. With ollr cllrrent understanding of the nature of his collclition, it is

olear that he will never be able to assr.ule any public ministry. He has cooperated with fhe precepts

placed upon him regardirrg no exelc:ise of ministry, Howevor, fi:nm tÌ:e latesl repolt we have

xru:1,1*f, îlî|ff Lix,î1iÏ'iilïffi Jl'å:i:"::,',îJfi Jiîîffiîl-iïiÏHl'å*,ime
with Wagler at his re.sidence for (he [ast few years, concems are raised anew. It is irnpossible to

provide tîrc levei of monitoliug that wor.rlcl scctn to be required in this case, Father Wagner will not

move to a supervised resiclency. Tirerefore, the liability for the A¡chdiocese is great as is the

polential for scanclal if it appears tlr¡,Lt uo cleänitive action has been taken.

As we have reviewecl tirc v¿rLioLrs files aird heard reports from victims, it is clear that he

consistently abuscd his olfice both to gain access to vulnerable adolescents, male ancl female

indiscrimiiately, and to elicit lhe trust of tJreir parents. Both in his parochial assigrurents ancl in his

carnpus rninistiypositions, he founcl opportunities to abuse his offìce in a flagrant and repetitive

fashio¡, FIe has 
"*hiUit"¿ 

po reulorse i-or these sct'ious offenoes. His only collcern has been his

fì¡a¡cìal status. It was o¡ tlle basis oIf.i rrances thnt the canonical procedures in 1995 were

abandoned.

The impact on his varioi.ls victirns has been significant. The Archdiocese of Milwaukce has

yet to even looäte all of the potential victims that coulcl cotnç forw¿rel llor assistance, Our new found

awareness of the severity of r1a¡rage cansecl by sexual abuse ¡¡t the hands of ciergy makes it

i¡rpossible for us to ignore lhis situatiorr ol allou, uny lorrger tlte unrcsolveri n¿rlure of this case'

ADÛMO4TO53
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Given the nature and fi'eqr.rency of the allegcd and admitted sexual abuse, along with the

serious abuse of offìce, I have potrdereci loug and hard to arrive at an opinion about the most

appropriate action to be takeu. In olcler that justii:c nray lre nlatlu manifest and healing of the

victims and the Church may proceed, I aur askirrg that Reverend John (1, 'tlagner be disrnissed ex

offic.io from the clerical statc. Whatever frnanoial neerjs he ntay have e¿n be provieled fbr from a

fuircl that cau be sct up for hiul ttntiL he is eligible for a pension.

If the judgement of Your Eminence is that this case should ptoceed to a disniissal by decree

of your Congregation, I woulcl cede to tlrat j Lrdgernent. The severity of the offenses is such that it is

my opinion that these reqltests are jirstìfiecl.

I look forward to your furtbet' instructíons in tliis lnatter.

V/ith sentiinents of deepest esteem aud prayelful trest wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours in Cfilist,

/\
+\ tr.-,) % t. ,-SrÞL*.-

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

,{D0M0400s4



C]ONGREGATIO
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI

2s7l0s-23442

00120 Ciila del l/úlicqn,

P¡lil¿,¿o del S. l,.iffizio
l0 July 2006

PROT. N.

(ln raq)oùioili trqt nienl¡o huitt[ ttuner¡)

CONFTÛÐT{TIA},

Your Excellency,

I write regarding the case of the Reverend John C. WAGNER, a priest of your Archdiocese

who has been accused of the sexual abuse of rninors and cottceming whom Your Excellency has

requested dismissal from the clerical state ex fficio

As Your Excellency is aware, this Dicastery, following an initial examination of the case,

does not excluded the possibility of presenting your request to the Holy Father. However, before

proceeding to a final decision in this case, this Congregation asked Your Excellency in its letter

àated 28 February 2006 for more information regarding the cleric's case, especially concerning the

aots of the preliminary investigation and also whether the cleric was willing to request freely a

dispensatiôn from the obligations of priesthood including, celibacy. To date this additional

documentation has not been received at this Dicastery.

For these reasons, we kindly ask that Your Excellency assist us by supplying al1 the relevant

documentation relating to the case either in originalor i¡ autheltic copy.

If the cleríc should decide to seek laicization, he is to be informed that the petition addressed

to the Holy Father be f'ormulated in such away that it contain an admission of the acts perpetrated

and include an expression of his sincere remorse.

Awaiting the courtesy of your reply, with prayerful support and best wishes, I remain

Yours sittccrely irt Cltrist,@a
Angelo AMATO, SDB

Titular Archbishop of Sila
Secretary

(Enclosure)

His Excellerrcy
The Most Reverend Tirnothy M. I)ÛLAN
,4r chh i.shop of Mi lw auke e

3501 South l.alce Dlive
Miiwaukee, WI 53207-0912, IJSA,

ADOMo 4ß864



il

Jannary 1 5, 2008

Most Reverend Algelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Píazza clel S. Uffizio I I
00193 Ron-re,Italy

Your Excellency:

Irr accord with the noruLs oî Sacrsmetrtorum sanctitatis tulela,I am subrlitting once again

for your. consicleration the case of a priest of the Arclidiocese of Milwaukee, Itcverend John C'

Waþer, who has been accnsed of multiple counts of sexual abuse of minors' The sllmmaÏy of these

allelations is enclosed. The chart is liighlighted with updated porlions shotving that additional

"orrã"*, 
have arisen. Father Wagner has a<lmitted that sorne acts of sexual assatLlt occurred but

clenies others, He has notv cut off all contact with representatives of the Archdiocese so we have ¡lo

way of co¡fi-o¡tirrg him on these aclditional repotls, especially the-extretnely disturbing one that he

may still be in contact rvith teenage boys. Thet'efore, the liability for the Archdiocese is great, as is

tlie potential for scandal if it appears that no dehnitive action has been taketr. Pending state

tegistation to abolish letroactívely the statute of limitations will gain more supporters if it appears

'we are letting those pencling câses languish'

As we ltave revier.ved the varions files and heard reports fI'orn victirns, it is clear tlrat he

consistently abusecl his office both fo gain access to vulnerable adolescents, male and female

indiscrirniriately, and to elicit the trusiof their' parents. Both in his parochial assignments and ín his

can.,pus mi¡istry positions, he f'or¡rrd opporlunities to abuse his office in a flagrani attd repetitive

fäshicln t.Ie has exhibitecl no relrìorse for these seriotts off'ences. His only concerll has beell [ris

financial status, It was on the basis of finances that the canonical procedures Ín 1995 rvere

aJ¡ancloned.

'Tire impact on his various viotims has been significant. The Archdiocese of Miìwaukee has

yet to even locãte all of the potential victims that coultl come forwarcl ftir assistance, Our ltew fouud

awarenÇss of the severíty of daniago causeil by sexual abusc at the hancls of clergy makes it

impossi6le for us to ignóre this sittiation or allow any longer the uruesolvecl nature of this case.

AÐÛM(}4OO48
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Give' the nature ancl frequency of the alleged ancl admitted sexual abltse, along with the

serious abuse of office, I have ponrlered long ¿nc1 hard to anive at au opinion about the most

"ppr"pri"t. 
action to ¡L tuten.'ln order thatlusúce rnay 6e macle-.nranifest an¿ heali'g of the

victims ancl the church may procee¿, I atn asking that it'üv'rrenel"John c' wagner be disrnisscd cx

ffiio f,iothe clerical .tuie. Whut"ver financial ,rceds ¡e *ray ltave o¿rn be provided fbr frorn a

lund that can be set up fbr him untíl he is etigible for a pension'

If the judgement of Yout' Excellenoy is that this case should proce ed to a clismissal by

<Jecree of your Cnng.";iion, f woul¿ cedeio that juclgerne't' The sevelity olthe offenses is such

that it is rny opinron that these requests are justified'

Ilookfcrwardtoyourfurtlrerinstructiot-rsinthismatter,

Thanlc You.

with sentirÎents of deepest esteem arrd prayelfì1l best wishes, I atn,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

t f ur;) \
Most Reverend TimothY M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

ArloM0 40049



CONGRT]G,ATIO
PRO DOCTRIN,A TIIDE,I

00 120 Cnto del Yaticuno,

I'ala'u¡¡ clel S. UffÌ¿io
ZZFebruary 2008

Prìos. N. 25Jlo5-26893

reipons¡\ne Î01 ù1¿nl¡o htuls ttnntr1

CONFIDENTXA.I,

Your Excellency,

Thank you for your letter of January 1 5, 2008, with addítional information regarding the case of
the Reverend .Iohn C. W,A,GÌ{ER, a priest of your Archdiocese, aocused of sexual abuse of minors

and concerning whom Your Excellency has requested dismissal from the clencal stale ex fficio.

After having carefully examined the present case, this Congregation has decided to authorize

your Excell.tt"y to initiate an aclministrative penal process as outlined in can. 1720 of the Code of
Canon Law, gratúing also a derogation from the prescription concerning the delict contrq sexlum

with minors. Your Excellency is therefbre kindly requested:

1) to inform the accused of the allegations and the proofs, while affording him the

opportunity, via his canonical advocatc, of a proper defence;

2) to evaluate accurately alt the proofs' and the evidence with the assistance of two

assessors who are competent and renowned for their prudence;

3) to issue a clecree in accordance with cc.1342-1350 CIC, if the delict can be proven

with certainty. The decree should contin the reasons in iure et in factts.

If, as a result of this process, Your Excellency Will be still of the opinion that the accused should

be rÌismissedfrom the clerical state or have some other perpetual penalty imposed upon him, you are

requested to iefer the matter to this Congregatíon. Should a decree imposing such a penalty be issued

by this Dicastery in Congressu Particularl, the accused would have the ríght to present recourse to

the Ordinary Session of the Cardinal and Bishop Members of this Congregation (Feria IV).

I

FIis Exoellency
'Fhe Most Reverend Tixarothy nd" ÐOI-A-N
A r ch b i s hop rtf lvfi lu, au ke e

3501 South J-ake Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53207 -09 I 2, IJSA

.4Ð0Mt40067



Before proceeding with the above-mentioned administrative penal process, Your Excellency is

kinclly askeå to approãch the cleric asking him whether he is willing to request freely a dispensation

from the obligatiõns of priesthood including celibocy. If the cleric should decide to seek laicization,

he is to be infãrmed that the petition addressed to I le l{oly Father be formulated in such a way that it
contain an admission of the acts perpetrated and i.iclude an expression of his sincere remorse. Your

Excellency is also requested to in<licate your own c ninion as to the merit of this petition'

I take the opportunity to offer Your Excellency my sincere respects and I remain,

Yours devotedlY in the Lord,

¿

Angelo AMATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop oJ' Sil a

Secretary

AI)0M040068
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ARCHDTCCESË OF CHTCAGO

OfIlce o{ lli¿ Mctropolilan'l'ribunal
l{ev Pâlrick R. Lâgges, J.C D
Phone: (312) 751-8384
e- mèil: plarigggiùarcholticauo.ors

28 March,2008

RE: P.N.257105 -26893

There is also a ISSUe

155 E. SuPcrior St

Llhicago, tìlilrois 6061 I

Fax: (31?)751-8314

L4OST RI|V 'tlMo'l'llY iV llr,i

Most Reverend TimothY M' Dolan

Archbishop of Mrlwaukee
3501 South l,ake Drive
P.O Box 070912
Milwaukee. Wl 53207 -0912

Your ExcellencY;

I am the advocate whom Reverend John C. Wagner mandated to represent him in the canonical

piå.r"¿¡g. against him. I am again sending you a copy of his mandate and my acceptance

Father wagner sent me a copy of the letter you sent him on l7 March, 2008, infonning him that

the Holy See had mandated än administrative penal pro€ess beconducted in accordance with c'

liZO, *¿inviting him to fequest voluntary laicization before the process begins'

I have spoken with Father vy'agner about his situation and the options that are available to hirn'

while he acknowledges and aãcepts that he will never minister publicly as a priest agaiu' he

nonetheless is not inclined to ask to be dispensed from the obrigations ofthe clerical state u'less

the Archdiocese of Mih¡iaukee could pronìd" some assistance and guafantees for his future l
believe his concerns are just.

Father wagner is now fwo years away from being able to apply for social security He has

exhausted his savings during the eleven yeafs the Archdiocese of Milwaukee not only did not

pay him but inten¿ened in tñe jobs he wás_abte to obtai'. While he is certainly grateful to the

Archdiocese fo, paying r'ti* oí.t the last few years, he still has not been able to save enough

moÍì.ey to sustain hìm through to retirement'

Your Excell which I find

APP O 2OOB

distu'bi
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It was out of this rnilieu that Father Wagner entered the priesthood. I know there were many

other men who came through the same and did not act out sexually, but I also

believe that f'or Father Wagner, his

experiences in the seminary exacerbatecl the situation'

It seerns to me that the Archdiocese of Milwaukee bears some responsibility for that. I do not

believe the ofner of g10,000 at the time of petition for laicization and $10,000 at the time of
dispensation is sufficient. It certainly *o.rld not carry Father Wagner through the two years until

his retirement. However, should a more equitable arrangement be able to be worked out, one

that would give Father úugn"r" some financial security for a two year period of time, I believe he

woulcl voluitarily petition for a clispensation from the obligations of the clerical state.

Should this not be possible, I will assist Father Wagner in preparing his defense. Although I
have not seen any óf the charges against him, a 1993 letter from Archbishop Weakland to the

diocesan attorney indicates ttrãt ttrére are f'our accusations of sexual misconduct with a minor. It

is not clear from the letter whether these mÌnors were under the age of sixteen, as the iz¡s vigens

required for incurring a penalty. I'm sure this matter will become clear once I am given access

to the file.

If you wish to discuss this matter, please feel free to contact me. May these days of Easter be

blessed for you and those you serve.

Sincerely yours in the Risen Lord'

Ê^ /ûtt-u'*
ßev.) Patriek R. Lagges

Advocate for Father John Wagner

co: Rev. Jt¡hn C. Wagner

ADC}M0 40e79
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His Erninence Joseph Cartlinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Docirilre of the Faith

Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00i93 Rome,ltaly

With seutimelìls ol cslcuttr, I allt,

FebrLrat'y 12,2004

Sinccre ly yours írr Christ,

Your Eminence:

ln accorcJ rvith thc ('ltrLrter for the Pratect ion of ( hildrcn rtndYouth andThe

Essential Nornts rvhich a¡r in eff-ect iu the Uuited Statcs. I an1'feferring several cases for

yoru consideration, I takc vcly scriously the pr.oblcm oI scxual atuse of minors by clergy

*¿ t¡" ensuing public ourcly over past inaction by cliurclr officials- The ciemand for

justice is one tl-rat receives il'favorable lrearirlg flrolu lrre- t.

IIowevel, I also br.liur,c flmly that sotìte srlLlatiotls call forþfice tempered by

mercy. I havc reviewe<lcirrefìrlly all olcases oIallcged scrual abusè'bfit':inof$ by clergy

We are in the methodical ¡rroccss of'prepaling all sucl-i crses for refenáîió the

Congregatiou, In the 
"o,,''r" 

of that iåview, f llave cotne io the conclusionthat some

cleriãs,-even though rve arc convinced about Ihe-srtbstancc of the allegations and even

though, in some cãses, thc cleric hâs cc¡nfessetl;'slrolrld not be itnposed with canonical

penalties.

I am seniling in this mailing the cases of those pt'tcsts whose life situations are

such that a carloni,çãl penai trial or ¿ur aciministfät¡ve disnrissal would be unreasonable.

They are eithc¡:o-fËuJr ¿rclvanced age or fragile health that suoh actiotts could be

tantårlounlió a death senturce. 'fherefore, ir cach case I lrm asking that the priest be

permitted ttt live out wha{,,'\'t't' ttray l ettr zritl o Í' iris ìi le irt ¡rr ayer and petrance, The

älements oi-such a li{è u,ili bc- clcsignecl alorrg rhe protocols presently being prepared by

the Confdié_nce of Bisìrops In all cases. thele w'oLrl<l be no public ministry pennitted ancl

the priest wq¡t¿ not plescrjt hrnlself publicly irs a priest bl'title or atiire.

'l'hari-tri yogd$ yorii consr<leration of lliese requests. Should Your Emiuence

detennine that an'ãiteir.latc actioll be tal<en. I stancl rcacly to accede to your wisìres,

*( ;;-t ñfì.-.
I

Most R.evcrend TimoihY M. Dolan
A rchtr ishop of Milwaukee

Ar)ûM039323
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ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE

NAME: Reverend Raymond Joseph Adamsky

DATE OF BIRTH: I:uIY 27,1931
ÃGE 72
PRESBYTERAL ORDiNATION: Mav 3 1, 1958

YEARS OF MINISTRY: 35 Yeats
DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION: Milwaukee
ADDRESS: 3253 S. Lake Dtive, St. Francis, Wisconsin 53235

ASSIGNMENTS:
YEAR PARISI{ LOCATIOI'{ '"

1958-1961 Blessed Sacrament MilwaLrkee, WI

196l-1,964 St. JosePh Crafton' WI
1964-1969 St. John South Milwaukee
1969-197l St. Mary l:-ond'dri':þ¿rc,-Vy'I

1g'/l-1973 St. Philip Neri Milwaukeê' '

1973-1974 St, Ler:nar<l '¡l$4rtskego, 
Vy'I

1974-1975 St. Casimìr .t^' MiltäLtk.ee

lg75-19"78 St. Vincent de Paul.¡¿fliq," Milwäffie
l97B-1981 Sr. Stanislaus :,::l¡,.Milwaúiöe

1981-1986 St. Kilian 'is-t,'Kiiiäiì' wI
19S6-1992 St..loseph-:.=-*'=li:''g--- Rdçltç-, WI
lgg2-lgg3 St"MorùffiNursing'FÏäme llaôiú!ü:ffI
August 3l,Ig93 Disabi-TityRetiremcnt'''1,Ë' =itl.''., *,"'

ACCUSATION AGATNffHTI]E CLERIC

l 983

1983 7,2

te64 FtE lo

YEAR .ï.:r-VICTIM'

1964
r965
197 I

1961

'::1:.'

ß,fBu'rasi-B
.:Ì Á /1'T'O
- l{\- t t-)

tnappropriritc ¿urd forcecl

kissing, embracing, attemPted
fondling done repeatedlY
Repeatedly engaged in forced

kissing, ernbracing; sexuallY

explicit "gift" of underwear
Fo¡ced kissing and fondling
ofbreast on scveral occasions
Not specified
Forced kissing and fondling
Forced kissing and fondling
of breast four times
In confessional told to insert
finger in vagina as penance

APPOINTMENT
Assistant Pastor
Assistant Pastor
Assistant Paslor

:' Associate Pastor
Associate Pastor
..Associate Pastor
A.rsociate Pastor
Ass-é-däte'Þastor
Assqðiáte Pastor
Pastor
Associate Pastor
Chaplain

DENLINCIATION

I 983

I 983

t994

;.1{GE

10

13

12

I2

I 993
2004
199s

t0 2002

,,\DOM039324
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CNIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC

I'he Milwaukee District Attomey reviewerl the fìles and dctcnninetl that all cases wet'e

beyon<l the statute of limitations.

Civil settlernents wele reached with two of the victims in the antounts of $20'000 and

$50,000.

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE

YEAR AC'IION TAKEN
i 961 Parents reported to chancellor wix.r met witþt]hsm and then arangecl for a

transfer to another parish fbr cleric .- 
.

1gg3 Parents repofied to vicar for clelgy; cleric t'eferred for counseling and

associate iastor informed to monito;_¡þtivities; clêric sent for evaluatior-r

and re a s s igned ; cl eri c s ays hi s actioïË' ifr-isiqt'erpreied

l ggg Cleric con-fr<¡nted and he dcclares he doijs"fót¡,em"ember; placed under

restrictecl ministry; sent for-çgu¡icgling ' 
:

l,gg1 Cleric transferreri to noEl.laioinidt¡lnjlristrY with restrictiotts on contaÇt

with rninors; move<l toå'üþ-ervised hrïsing
1gg3 cleric rctir-ecl and movetl'iò¡etjred priests' residence

1995 Restrictions on ministry forñiilJatedjn-to calonical pfecept

ZI)04 Cased referçeg,to.go¡.g.gatioìi'1-b¡.fÞDoctrineof'theþ-aith
': -,a.-:--.

SUSTENANCE PROVÉED TO'THE ESERIC
Father is fully vestecl in'fuç priests' pensioù pìan and receives the.sanle montlity payrnent

o* ,rv other ictirs.d pr.iest$e resides in dioce'ð.ji¡ s¡ronsoïecl housing witlt reduced room

alrd [roartl. :.' ::':: ì':t:.:¡

RESPONSE / RECOLNìSE
'=

THE GLERTC

Father adøitted the events from were misconsttued. All other

allegation$Jrc claims lack of memory even Though none of the accusers know one another

and nll scqtlonç-e of clates

trrlnsfers thae¡Ïid.$ot expl
mâtch Up no t only rviih the place of assigmrent but also with
ained in'.the files

BISHOP' S VOf ütnill*-''.'f'
The pattern of the attêþáiióiis has an intemal consistency. All of the dates and places are

verified in the recordr. Th" âccusers have no knowledge of or contact with one another.

Father admits to one incident but dismisses its seriousness. He claims lack of memory for

all others, Thçse cases have been given no public notoriety and there lias tleen no scandal.

Despite the evidence of probable guilt,I am asking that Father Adamsky rrol be sub.iected

to a penal trial, His healifr has deteriorated signihcantly iu recont years" l'{c has agreecl not

to appear in public rvearing priestly attire an,l to live with lhe restrictions çontaLred i¡l the

pr"Ë"pt, namely that he ¡avè no contact with minors aud no public ministry. I{e is

p"r.iìtrO to say private Mass only and his confessional faouities have been revokecl.

ArxlM039325
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I ask that Father Adamsky, for reasons of advanced age and poor health, be permilted to

live a lífe of prayer and penance the details of which willbe worked on with him'

AÐû1vs039326
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MilwaukeeDIOCESE

TimothyM. DolanNAME OF ORDINÄRY

CDF PROT. N. (if avaítabte)

Jolur C, W4gneiNAME OF CLERIC
60AgeMarch 6, 1945Date of Birth

20Years of ministrYJune 9, 1973

I'ERSONAL
DETAILS OF THE
CLERIC

lvlihvaukeeORIGINÄL DIOCESE OF INCÀRDINATION

Ordination

not ministering, in Dioiese ofNow living,
Green

Kewaunee,

MINISTRY IN/TRÀNSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE

CONTACT ADDRESS OF'THE CLERIC

Rev,No mandate produced; worked
Daniel Wa OSB in 1993-1995PRO CURÄTOF- (include original s igned mandate)

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR

ASSIGNMENTS

AppointlnentI,ocationParlshYear

DeaconCudahy, WISt. Frederick Parisht9'12

Associate pastorWaukesha, WISt. William Parislr1973
-t974

Associate pastorSìreboygan Falls, rilI1974 .

-1976:
St. Mary Parish

Canrpus núnisterSheboygarr, V/IUniversity of Wisconsin,
Sheboygan

1976 .

-r981

PaStoral team and canrpus

ministerWhitewater, WIt982
-i 986

St. Pah'ick Parish and

University of Wisconsin,
Whitewater

,"\ssoGiate Fa6torMilwaukee, WI198'7

-t992
St. Catherine Palish

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC

DenunciationABe Lnputable ActsYcar

I 986Unclear
Unclear from records - "sexually
propositioned" but unclear ifany act

occurred

Vict lm.

r 986

[.Jncle ar

Unclear from
propositioned" but unclear ifany act

occurred

l 986l 986

ADOM040045



I 986 - first
rrport
I 990 - police

ì n vest i gati on

I 992 - civil
suít

Scxuai, genital fonclliug1 5I 98ó

1993 - first
-ÌepoÌt

2005 -
nlediated
settlcDlent

15 Scxual, genitai fondling

2003 - ftrst
repolt
2005 -
mediated
settlcmeìlt

l6 Rapet9'12

2002 - first
report
2005 -
mediated
settlement

Sexual, genital fondling (one time)13I 969

2005 -
mediated
settlement

I 3-r5 Sexual, genital fondlingr 968-70

2005Unclear13-16t 970's

.f.ll*{15. sriin*ltis.e.nitil!lf.tl¡.r'ii,liß"e¡sih:ii

ål's..i $i tia.Êt1Èlìigèitiînl*Þî hsj9S2

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST TIIE CLERIC

Conviction Scntence (include copie.s of civil doctnnertts)Year Type/Case

Beyond statute

of limitationsl 990
Criminal investigation

læF :

Out of court settlement for $100,000CivilsuitGry1992

Out of cou¡t settlement fo¡ $101,1642005 Mediated settlement(ffi

Out of court settlcrnent for $90,0002005 Mediated settlement 0E#

cfñ:utiiêúíXt:selfliite¡rmr,x:1.4ßt9zilÛ5 t{ë.4i4içnffiiè. ¡tr:ffi
r"frflfi

?.q.0.-

zqa6

ADOMO 40t46
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}ÍI|ASURA,S ADOPTEÐ tsY'I]I]II DIO{JESE

Ycar

1986
cel

tc tllrntoceutl iritervsoand entÌon¡ onlyWa ofout sh therapughtMoved minisnygnel pail
t0recommittnentand atwoofrecornrnendatiou gistsonafter rnonths psycholouPto ninishy

Again nroved out of ministry assigDrnent aDd placed on unâssiglled status1992

r 993-
l 995

toresolution atternptedstatusíand toadvocateVy'agnernegotiations
undof witbor<iers DOexerclsefor cooperation; placcddcclaration1'or of irregularityprocess

seek'lo socularandlnno to fillcti<¡n

SUSTDNÄNCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC

provicled to pensioned priests. In addition,

tnsurance rshcalth and

subsiciy in the arnountaAS housingls providedMonthly upport

RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE tsY THE CLERIC

Year

parish" when

hewhileiìss a certarnattaketo anhis igrunent parishhenw suPorvrsorrnìrristryasked by campus
hesaid notcoukl thcleanotherto heone gonsferredtra from posluonrnlnlstrycanlpuswas being

teactvashethwl scr11e Ils thetl hing'lnessedhad aloundhe plr
INbecause the

while eathe¡e t9 the

I 982

I 983
to make a recommitmentand

celibacy

homosexualandheterosexuabothactivc llv ly;washethatforVicartoAdrnitted Clergy
was of for'sentthatbut sexua interaction life;not nrarried paftclaimed meant getting

Admitted that he had been sexually involved with ffir986

t993-
t99s

basis for allegationsto continue;Initial cooperation in canonical proceedings but

not to function inand

hen confronted with signed statements fi'om several

i¡r sexual coutact with Wagner) bisexually or'er the
(tu
been

:NÐ

he had beerrIn the course ofinvestigation into
or@r¡ieuds who admitted they had

years but said he thought they rvere all

for horv thatolder than
denies

2005

ADOM() 40047
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January 15,2002

Reverend Charles Walte¡

Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Dear Charlie,

As I continue to arljust to rny role as Archbishop, I am undertaking a review of
files of priests. I note ihat there have been problems in your past of which you are well
aware. Father Hornacek u,ill be contacting you for a personal meeting in the near future
to discuss this situation with you on my behalf. If you want to meet with me personally at

some point after your conversation with Joe, I am certainly open to that possibility.

In the meantime, I ulderstand that you are not partaking in aay exercise of
ministry whe¡e you are living. I need tò extcnd that limitation to include public exeroise

of ministry anylvhere. I would like to confirrn some additional expectations, as well. You
are to have no unsupewised contact with minors. Private celebration of the Eucharist with
only another priest or priests in attendance is perrnitted but no other sacramental ministry.
Given the current state of matters, I would also ask that you not wear your collar in public
settings. This is for your protection as well.

I regr-et that rny first formal correspondence with you needs to be on such a

delicate and painful matter. I am sure you understand that the scope of rny responsibilities
in caring for the flock entrusted to me requires that I do so.

Sincerely yows in Christ,

Mrrst ï{ever*nd Timotþ M" f)¿llan
,AL chbishap *f Mihvaukee

l',iO1 Sourh l.,ake Drive, P.ü. Ìlox 07091'¿, Tr'{ihvauliec, Wl5'l2t'i-tgi )
ilïoirs; ('íI4)7ó9- j497 . \L7t¡ir 51ru; ri,w'*.arci¡rníì.org

AÐÛMT2\7$9
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Orrrcr ci. Tr{E ¡\ncnntsnop

January 27, 2003

Reverend Charles Walter

Dear Charlie,

As I continue to adjust to my role as Archbishop, I am undeftaking a review of
files of priests. I note that there have been problems ín your past of which you are
well aware. Father Hornacek will be contacting you for a personal meeting in the near
future to discuss this situation with you on my behalf. If you want to meet with me
personally at some point after your conversation with Joe, I am certainly open to that
possibility.

In the meantime, I understand that you are not partaking in any exercise of
ministry where you are living. I need to extend that limitation to include public
exercise of mlnistry anywhere. I would like to confirm some additional expectations,
as well: You are to have no unsupervised contact with minors; Private celebratlon of
the Eucharist with only another priest or priests in attendance is permitted, but no
other sacramental ministry. Given the current state of matters, I would also ask that
you not wear your collar in public settings, nor present yourself in public as a priest.
This is for your protection as well.

I regret that my first formal correspondence with you needs to be on such a
delicate and painful matter. I am sure you understand that the scope of my responsi-
bilities in caring for the flock entrusted to me and for you requires that I do so.

Sincerely in Christ,

(--\
f I U-^-"^)

Most Reverend Tmothy M, Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

I

1501 5uurl: l-aìrc Drivr:" PO. llox 070E1)", Milwaul,.e¿:, V"tl 5"Jlù7-09i7.
It ¡ tt :tu':, i4 | 4)7 69 -] År97 " V!¡titl strt: r.vv",l'¿ zirch m i i.crg,

¡\I{r-Ltnlcx:[sl:

q
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